


Audiophile Masters Volume I2

Modern Art / Terra de Milagros by Bill Kopper

Bill Kopper: Guitars

Carl Dixon: Percussion

Raoul Rossiter: Drum Kit

Bill McCrossen: Bass

Victor Mestas: Keyboards

ABOUT THE SONGS:

Modern Art — Impressions of a museum, the pace of going 
through an exhibit during a weekday, when it’s raining and the 
museum is nearly empty, allowing you to get lost in the vision of 
the artists.

Terra de Milagros — While in Costa Rica in 2010, on the Osa 
Peninsula, Bill Kopper wanted to musically paint a picture of 
the place I was staying: a new age hippie retreat center at the 
southern tip of the peninsula with cabins, yoga palapas, and 
crazy psychedelic art interspersed with the jungle setting. 
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I wandered about for the 
afternoon, taking in the idyllic 
vibe.

BILL KOPPER is a Boulder, 
Colorado based guitarist known 
for his expertise in American 
Jazz and Blues, and Brazilian 
Samba, Bossa Nova, and Choro. 
Adept on electric, classical 
and 7-string classical guitar 
(commonly used in Samba 
and Choro), he is featured 
on a diverse selection of 
recordings, from his own CDs “Samba de Chueca”, “El Oeste” 
and “Muzungu”, to Jazz vocalist and 2017 Grammy nominee 
Rene Marie’s CD “Black Lace Freudian Slip”. He is currently an 
instructor of guitar at the University of Colorado/Denver where 
he has taught for the last 8 years, and divides his time musically 
among the Samba/Pagode group Ginga, the Brazilian Choro/
Forro group The Dexter Payne Quintet, the Brazilian Jazz Group 
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Coraçao and Baltimore-based vocalist Sonya Vallet’s group Los 
Profugos Galacticos.  

The guitar used on this recording is a nylon string classical 
guitar made in Japan by Hirade, the EP 90. It’s very balanced 
through all the frequencies and has a very light lacquer on the 
top allowing for a nice resonance.

RAOUL ROSSITER moved to 
Boulder in 1978 from Tacoma, WA, 
and began playing the drums in 1985. 
He has performed with Kenny Walker, 
Bill Kopper, Erik Deutsch, Sonya 
Valet, Marguerite Juenemann, Dexter 
Payne, Diane French, Lois LaFond, 
Tina Marx, Ligeia Mare, and many 
others. Currently he’s the regular 
drummer for Brazilian band Ginga, 
Hamster Theatre, The Coraçáo 

Quartet, and the Dexter Payne Quintet. In this recording he 
used a 4-pc Tribes drum set with a Yamaha “Ndugu Chancelor” 
Signature Series snare drum. Dream 22” ride with rivets, Meinl 
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22” ride, Ufip 10” splash, Zildjian A 14” stage crash, 14” Sabian 
HH hi hats. Vater Recording sticks, Regal Tip brushes. 

Over the past thirty years, BILL 

MCCROSSEN has been in 
demand in the New York tristate 
area, recording and performing in 
orchestras, Broadway musicals, 
commercials and television 
productions. Bill has also been a 
professor of Jazz History studies 
at the Hartford Conservatory 
of Music and taught bass and 
jazz improvisation at Five Towns 
College in New York. Bill has had 
the pleasure of performing and/
or recording with such world class 

musicians as Michael and Randy Brecker, Clark Terry, Ray 
Anderson, Gene Bertoncini, Harold Mabern, Kenny Werner, 
Eliot Zigmund, Adam Nussbaum, Jerry Granelli, Marguerite 
Juenemann and Art Lande to name a few. 
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Having relocated in 2014, Bill now calls Colorado his home and 
is active in the Denver metro area Jazz and Brazilian music 
scene. 

ABOUT HIS BASS:

Handcrafted by Arnold Shnitzer of New York who had 
discovered the secrets behind a 300-year-old full size Italian 
Bass valued at $400 million that he was restoring. Once apart, 
he discovered that the old Italian master builder had used a 
carving technique that made small ovals in the wood at key 
points a bit thinner than other areas, rather than a uniform thick/
thinness, and that this allowed for the sound to be propelled 
more vibrantly while not reducing the strength and stability of the 
overall wood. And this is what he had copied to build his bass. It 
was love at first sight! It has been Bill’s main gigging, recording, 
concert Bass ever since. 

Born and raised in Caracas, Venezuela, VICTOR MESTAS 

was the endorsement artist for Yamaha musical products in 
Venezuela since 2001. His professional background includes 
more than 100 recordings for international renowned artists, 
including three CD’s with the Venezuelan songwriter Ilan (one of 
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them got a Latin Grammy Award in 
2010).  Victor moved to Boulder in 
2012 with his wife and daughters 
and is performing on the Brazilian-
Latin Jazz-World music scene: 
Dexter Payne, Ginga, Los Chicos 
Malos and others.  Currently he is 
conducting the Thompson Jazz 

Studies Latin Jazz Ensemble and playing the piano with CU 
Boulder Concert Band.

Versatile percussionist CARL DIXON is at home with music 
spanning multiple genres, continents, and instruments.  He 

can be found performing in 
concert halls, jazz clubs, dance 
parties, festival stages, and street 
parades. Carl plays with the 
Brazilian music band Ginga.  As a 
drumset player and percussionist, 
he has performed/recorded with 
the Kailin Yong Peace Project, 
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NuMundo, Swing Je T’aime, Casuarina, Alessandro Penezzi, 
Paula Santoro, Sambadende, Elevations Jazz Orchestra, 
Jake Schepps, Pat Bianchi, Jeff Jenkins, Dexter Payne, many 
musical theater productions, and the Rio de Janeiro bloco 
Bangalafumenga. A Wisconsin native, Carl spends his free 
time in the mountains rock climbing, backcountry skiing, and 
road biking. In 2018, Carl founded Virada Drums, a company 
that imports and distributes authentic quality percussion 
instruments from Brazil.

The Hitchhiker by Taylor 
Sims & Kyle Donovan

Kyle Donovan: Guitar

Taylor Sims: Guitar

With a style that hearkens 
back to a bygone era, KYLE 

DONOVAN’S pure, soaring 
tenor and fingerstyle guitar 
work have drawn critical 
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acclaim from across the nation -- and brought him to stages at 
Telluride Bluegrass Festival, Kerrville Folk Festival, Falcon Ridge 
Folk Festival, and Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival. His self-
produced, debut solo album, titled Then and Now, was released 
on August 30, 2019. The album brings the human experience 
into full focus, with the passage of time, coming of age, and 

losing or reuniting with loved 
ones appearing as common 
themes.

TAYLOR SIMS began his 
professional career in music 
in 2004 at the age of 19.  His 
first band, a bluegrass group, 
‘Spring Creek’ started playing 
gigs in and around the Texas 
Panhandle, but since Texas 
isn’t a bluegrass centric area, 
it wasn’t long before the band 
packed up and headed for 
Boulder, Colorado. In 2007 
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Sims and his band entered the Telluride Bluegrass festival 
competition and won first place—two months later they entered 
the Rockygrass Festival band competition and won first there 
as well. Those feats set the band on a rocket trajectory for the 
national scene, playing 150-200 dates a year. In 2011 Taylor 
won ‘Americana Song of the Year’ for a song he penned on their 
fourth album.

Willow Dance  
by Don Grusin

Don Grusin: Piano

World-renowned pianist 
and composer, DON 

GRUSIN has recorded 
with hundreds of artists 
and has received three 
GRAMMY awards and 
nominated for a fourth, 
with his 2006 live album 
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The Hang. His recording projects and live performances have 
taken him around the world. In the 1970s, Don got an invitation 
from Quincy Jones to join his touring band, he dedicated 
himself to music full-time, as a bandleader and studio musician 
in Los Angeles. 

Don has worked with a variety of artists including: Quincy 
Jones, Sergio Mendes, Zoot Sims, Joe Pass, and many others; 
and with the 1980s Friendship band, which featured guitarist 
Lee Ritenour, drummer Alex Acuna, saxophonist Ernie Watts, 
bassist Abe Laboriel and percussionist Steve Forman. 

Don’s older brother, noted composer/pianist/producer and co-
founder of GRP Records, Dave Grusin, had a major influence 
on Don’s interest and approach to music generally and in jazz in 
particular. They’ve played together at The Conference of World 
Affairs at CU for many years, and have frequently played two-
piano concerts on tours in the US and internationally.
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Feels 
by Gabriel Mervine

Gabriel Mervine: Trumpet

Tom Amend: Piano

Seth Lewis: Bass

Alejandro Castaño: Drums

Born in Princeton, New 
Jersey, GABRIEL 

MERVINE began his 
professional playing career 
at the age of thirteen. By 
the time he graduated 
high school he was 
already fast-tracking his way to a career playing the trumpet‚ 
studying privately with jazz masters Bobby Shew, Roger 
Ingram, and Greg Gisbert. It wasn’t long before Gabriel began 
performing with the big acts: Natalie Cole, Christian McBride, 
The Temptations, Terence Blanchard, Lettuce, Karl Denson, 
John Scofield, Hugh Jackman, Lonnie Smith, Russell Malone, 
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The Who, Maceo Parker, Fred Wesley, Roberta Gambarini, the 
Motet, and Houston Person. Gabriel has deeply rooted himself 
in the traditions of Jazz and Classical music while at the same 
time contributing to the modern music scene, playing everything 
from Mariachi to Mahler.

Saffron from  
Color of Sound

Kimba Arem: 
Bull Roarer

Jesse Manno: 
Doumbek, 
Overtone Singing

Beth Quist: 
Piano, Vocals

Michael Stanwood: 
Mbira

Kailin Yong: Violin
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This track was an interesting experiment based on immersion 
into the synthesis of color and sound. Built specifically for 
this recording was a unique light program that utilizes L.E.D. 
powered floodlights blended with an original mix of melodies 
specifically created in response to each color and gradation 
within a circular enclosure. The invited musicians, Kimba Arem, 
Jesse Manno, Beth Quist, Michael Stanwood and Kailin Yong, 
intuitively responded to the color and its gradations, inventing 
the music as it came to them.

KIMBA AREM is an international recording 
artist and engineer, molecular biologist, 
classically trained musician since age seven 
and professional performer, subtle energy 
and music therapist, and a full time spiritual 
seeker since her transformational wake up 
call– a near death experience– in 1992.  She 
was shown that the only thing that makes life 

worth living is to follow the heart,  with music as medicine, a 
natural gift and passion for her from a young age, which turned 
out to be the way to put her heart’s joy into practice.
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JESSE MANNO was born into a musical 
family in New York City in 1966 and grew up 
there and in Fort Collins, Colorado. He began 
composing and performing professionally 
in 1982 and has since received over 150 
commissions- many for evening length pieces. 
Most have been from contemporary dance 
companies, with the rest coming from theatre, 

film, circus arts, special events and purely musical interests.

BETH QUIST, a multi-instrumentalist, 
vocalist, and composer, began playing 
piano at age 2. She has a 4-octave 
soprano voice, and plays piano, keyboards, 
santour, dumbek, guitar, flute, among other 
instruments. Her music combines influences 
from the Balkans, the Middle East, and India 
along with her Western upbringing. Based 
in USA, she performs solo, with Bobby 
McFerrin’s Voicestra, and with Ishwish. 



Audiophile Masters Volume I16

MICHAEL STANWOOD spent time as 
an actor and radio producer. With a strong 
theater background, he performed in many 
TV shows (Mannix, Run for Your Life, Night 
Gallery among others). He has since gone on 
to become a multifaceted musician, having 
received private training in guitar and other 
folk and ethnic instruments both here and 
abroad. Stanwood is a five-time winner of 
Westword’s Best of Denver for everything 
from his recordings to his performances. He has composed 
scores for dance, theater and film as well as for three critically 
acclaimed recordings. 

KAILIN YONG is a musician, teacher and 
actor. Known to many as the “fiddler for 
peace”, he was the recipient of the Daniel 
Pearl Memorial Violin (2004) for his efforts 
in building cultural bridges through music. 
Yong trained at the Vienna Academy of Music 
and spent 20 years living and traveling in 
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the USA and Europe, before returning to Singapore in 2013. 
He often shares his gifts as a composer, music director and 
performer through his work with Flamenco Sin Fronteras, Maya 
Dance Theatre and independent choreographers, dancers and 
musicians around the world.

Sechs Lieder, Op. 23, no. 1 - Was weinst du, 
Blümlein by Clara Schumann

Jessica Nilles Kressin: Piano

Ekaterina Kotcherguin: Vocals

Jessica Nilles Kressin and 
Ekaterina Kotcherguina began 
collaborating while they were both 
pursuing Master’s degrees at the 
University of Oklahoma. After 
several years of collaborating, 
they have finally come together 
as Duo Azure. Duo Azure has 
performed in a variety of locations 
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in Colorado and also internationally. The duo was accepted into 
the Concours international de musique de chambre de Lyon in 
France and competed there this past spring. They are hopeful 
for more international opportunities, having just applied for the 
Nadia and Lili Boulanger International Voice-Piano Competition, 
which is held in Paris, France.

  Praised for her “fresh and exuberant” 
stage presence, Russian soprano 
EKATERINA KOTCHERGUINA is 
a flexible performer, equally compelling 
when portraying light-hearted damsels 
or tragic heroines. She holds an 
affinity for music of the Baroque and 
Classical period and particularly enjoys 
singing innovative interpretations of 
the Baroque repertoire. Her training 
includes Music Academy of the West, OperaWorks - Advanced 
Artists Program, London Summer School of Voice, and the Up 
North Vocal Institute. This year, Ms. Kotcherguina placed at the 
West Central NATSAA regional competition, and was selected 
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to compete in the 15th Concours International de Musique 
de Chambre de Lyon, and the IX International Competition of 
Opera Singers in St. Petersburg.

  JESSICA NILLES KRESSIN is 
a doctoral candidate pursuing a 
degree in Piano Performance at 
the University of Colorado Boulder. 
She currently studies with Dr. 
Andrew Cooperstock. As a soloist, 
Kressin recently performed Ravel’s 
Piano Concerto in G Major with the 
Wartburg Community Symphony. She 
also performed works of Beethoven 
in Eisenstadt, Austria, in venues 
including the Esterházy Palace. She 
is especially passionate about French 
music of composers like Debussy and 
Ravel, and she is also an advocate of 
new music. 
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Flying Blind by Clandestine Amigo 

Jessica Carson: Piano, Vocals

Giselle Collazo: Vocals

Chris Brunhaver: Bass

Clandestine Amigo 
frontwoman JESSICA 

CARSON has a passion 
for music and business 
and has been singing, 
playing piano, and 
writing songs her whole 
life. Born and raised 
in Texas, she studied 
music at South Plains 
College in Levelland, 
Texas, graduating with 
a degree in commercial 
music in 2006. She 
moved to Longmont, 
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Colorado, in 2009 to pursue her musical and entrepreneurial 
interests and has been a leader in the thriving art and music 
scene in Longmont ever since. She is the founder of the Winter 
Walkabout Music Showcase, Artistic Director of the Soundpost 
Sessions, member of the Longmont Creative District Advisory 
Board, and the Director of Octave Records. 

Her band, Clandestine Amigo, was formed in 2016 and includes 
members MICHAEL WOOTEN , a Colorado Music Hall of 
Fame inductee (drums and wisdom), GISELLE COLLAZO 
(vocalist, mentor, soul sister) and Octave Records executive 
producer, CHRIS BRUNHAVER (bass, tacos, and random 
useful information) and senior loudspeaker development 
engineer at PS Audio, and KYLE DONOVAN (guitar, vocals, 
comedic impressions), an audio engineer and singer/songwriter 
in his own right.
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Milanese Quartet No. 6 in B flat major, KV 159, 
2nd movement by W. A. Mozart

Yumi Hwang-Williams: Violin

Magee Capsouto: Violin

Lauren Spaulding: Viola

Josh Halpern: Cello

YUMI HWANG-WILLIAMS has 
been Concertmaster of the Colorado 
Symphony since 2000 and will celebrate 
her 20th season in 2019/20. An American 
violinist of exceptional musicianship, 
she is recognized both for her stylish 
performances of the classics and her 
commitment to the works of present-day 
composers. Strings magazine calls her “a 
modern Prometheus” who has “emerged 

as a fiery champion of contemporary classical music.” Her 
interpretations of concertos by Thomas Adès, Aaron Jay Kernis, 
Michael Daugherty, and Christopher Rouse have earned critical 
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acclaim as well as enthusiastic approval from the composers.

MAGEE CAPSOUTO is currently 
performing with the Colorado Symphony, 
Fort Collins Symphony, and Steamboat 
Symphony in Colorado. She has spent 
two seasons performing baroque violin as 
associate concertmaster of the Boulder 
Bach Festival, and studied violin at Furman 
University, the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
and the University of Colorado, Boulder, as 
well as played with the National Repertory 
Orchestra and Brevard Festival Orchestras.

LAUREN SPAULDING received 
her BM in Viola performance under 
the tutelage of Professor Peter Slowik 
at the Oberlin Conservatory, received 
her MM at CU Boulder as TA for Erika 
Eckert, and completed an orchestral 
certificate with Colorado Symphony’s 
Principal Violist, Basil Vendryes. 
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Currently, Spaulding holds the titled position of Assistant 
Principal in the Cheyenne Symphony (2014), Assistant Principal 
in Fort Collins’ Symphony (2019), and Principal Viola for the 
annual Colorado MahlerFest. As an avid chamber musician, 
Spaulding is violist and co-artistic director for the Red Rock 
String Quartet, formed under Juilliard professor Darrett Adkins.

JOSHUA HALPERN 

is an accomplished 
chamber musician who 
has collaborated with 
artists including Itzhak 
Perlman, Jonathan 
Biss, Roberto Díaz, 
Viviane Hagner, and 
Kim Kashkashian, 

and attended music festivals including the Ravinia Steans 
Institute, the Perlman Chamber Music Workshop, the New York 
String Orchestra Seminar, the Taos School of Music, La Jolla 
Summerfest, and Krzyzowa Music. During the 2019 season he 
served as guest principal cello of the Rotterdam Philharmonic 
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Orchestra, including on tours to Germany, Taiwan, and China, 
and in 2020 he served as guest cellist with the Rolston Quartet. 

Production

RECORDING ENGINEERS: 
Gus Skinas, Steve Vidaic, Robert Friedrich, Giselle Collazo, 
Mike Yach

MASTERING ENGINEER: 
Gus Skinas

PRODUCERS: 
Giselle Collazo, Jessica Carson, Steve Vidaic, Mickey Houlihan
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